
CHAPTER 16

Him and I and You
Jyothi Justin

Abstract

The poems Him and I and You were written in the years 2016 and 2017 respec-
tively during my undergraduate days. The poems share the admiration and love 
for an imaginary romantic interest. They stem both out of a sense of insecurity  
and knowledge that the other does not belong to the speaker. Yet the later poem 
is written from a general perspective without assigning any gender to the speaker 
and the listener/reader. This poem also has the potential to transcend romantic 
interpretations to represent a more innocent or even complex human relation-
ships. Though never a great admirer of poems, I had to read a number of poems 
for my coursework. This together with the teenage infatuations prompted me to 
undertake the task of writing these short writings that I love to label as poetry. 
I had just begun blogging then and had written mainly book and film reviews. 
This was my first creative writing attempt for the blog in which I used pen-name 
‘Nanditha’ (after the famous Malayali poet). I chose to add these writings online 
as it gave me a sense of security (being anonymous then but now I have added 
my real name as well). By publishing online, I was also able to receive criticism 
and comments from my close ones with whom I had shared my writings. 
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I and You

I know u don’t belong to me yet I crave for u
I know your song is not for me yet I sing for u
I know we dont make a pair yet I long to be with u
I know we dont have a history yet I love u
I know we belong to different worlds yet I see u
I know you dont know me yet I know u
I know your smile is not for me yet I crave to be its reason

Him

I see a sparkle in his eyes
It makes me blossom amply
Not sure what the genesis is
I just want it to last infinitly
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